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A Note from Our Executive Director
2022 saw the accomplishment of three key outcomes for the Adult 
Advocacy Centers (AACs):

 ⚫ The development of our human trafficking screening tool and training curriculum thanks 
to a grant from the Pallottine Foundation of Huntington;

 ⚫ The passage of the Mental Health and Disability Terminology Act (HB 281) in Ohio; and
 ⚫ The launch of our ADEPT series of trainings.

You can read more about each of these outcomes in this report. 

We also continued our important work of supporting crime victims with disabilities from across 
the country, providing forensic interviews for 17 people, victim services for eight people and 
other direct services for 981 people. Our training courses taught 101 professionals how to better 
support crime victims with disabilities in their own work. 

We are so thankful for all of our partner organizations in Ohio and across the country, as well as 
our consultants and funders. We truly could not do this world-changing work without you. 

          Sincerely,   

          

          

          Katherine Yoder
          Executive Director
          Adult Advocacy Centers



Key Outcome

Human Trafficking Screening Tool and Training Curriculum 
Thanks to a $26,000 grant from the Pallottine Foundation of Huntington, the AACs 
developed screening and assessment tools to help identify human trafficking victims 
with disabilities, as well as a training curriculum to teach professionals to use them. In 
2022, we trained 30 people from Gallia, Lawrence and Scioto counties, with additional 
trainings scheduled in the coming year.



In 2022
The AACs provided:

 ⚫ forensic interviews for 17 victims; 
 ⚫ victim services for 8 victims; 
 ⚫ and other direct services for 981 victims.

AACs staff presented at:
 ⚫ 3 international conferences
 ⚫ 3 national conferences
 ⚫ 12 state and regional conferences 

The AACs and our partners:
 ⚫ trained 101 professionals from across the 
country and around the world.



Key Outcome

The Mental Health and Disability Terminology Act (HB 281) 
After two years of advocacy from Ohioans with disabilities and dozens of disability, ag-
ing and victim advocacy organizations, Gov. DeWine signed the Mental Health and Dis-
ability Terminology Act (HB 281). The Act changes harmful and derogatory language 
about people with disabilities that had been written into the Ohio Revised Code. These 
include such words as “idiot,” “deaf and dumb,” “mentally retarded,” “lunatics,” “mental 
defective,” “crippled child/children,” “derangement” and “handicapped.” 

The effort to make these important changes began in January 2021 when 26 organi-
zations, led by the Adult Advocacy Centers (AACs), sent a letter to all members of the 
Ohio legislature, asking them to take action. Shortly thereafter, Rep. Dontavius Jarrells 
(D-Columbus) and Rep. Tom Young (R-Dayton) introduced HB 281, co-sponsored by 
dozens of legislators from both sides of the aisle. Ohioans with disabilities and their 
allies made phone calls, wrote letters and testified in hearings about the pain of see-
ing such harmful words in state law. Ultimately, the state legislature supported the 
effort by passing the bill in December 2022.



We Thank Our Partners
 ⚫ Adult Protecive Services
 ⚫ Advocacy & Protective Services Inc.
 ⚫ Barrier-Free Living
 ⚫ Catholic Charities Ashland County
 ⚫ Child Advocacy Centers in Ohio
 ⚫ Communication First
 ⚫ County boards of developmental disabil-
ities

 ⚫ DeafLEAD
 ⚫ Deaf World Against Violence Everywhere
 ⚫ Ethiopian Tewahedo Social Service
 ⚫ Eyes Up Appalachia
 ⚫ Forensic Nursing Network
 ⚫ Law enforcement agencies in Ohio
 ⚫ The Mental Health and Recovery Board 
of Ashland County

 ⚫ MindFreedom International
 ⚫ Ohio Association of County Boards of 
Developmental Disabilities

 ⚫ Ohio Attorney General’s Office
 ⚫ Ohio Brain Injury Group
 ⚫ Ohio Crime Victim Justice Center 
 ⚫ Ohio Department of Aging
 ⚫ Ohio Department of Developmental Dis-
abilities

 ⚫ Ohio Department of Mental Health and 
Addiction Services

 ⚫ Ohio Developmental Disabiities Council
 ⚫ Ohio Hispanic Coalition
 ⚫ Ohio Victim Witness Association
 ⚫ Ohio State Highway Patrol
 ⚫ Pallottine Foundation of Huntington
 ⚫ People First of Ohio
 ⚫ Prosecutor offices in Ohio
 ⚫ University of Illinois Chicago
 ⚫ Victim services agencies in Ohio

Funders
 ⚫ Victims of Crime Act funds
 ⚫ Pallottine Foundation of Huntington
 ⚫ Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services
 ⚫ Individual donors  

Consultants
 ⚫ AB Consulting
 ⚫ Dr. Diana Spore
 ⚫ Eric Henry
 ⚫ Forensic Nursing Network
 ⚫ Mary Haas
 ⚫ Modell Consulting Group
 ⚫ Susan Kahan 
 ⚫ Shari Cooper 
 ⚫ SimplicIT 



Key Outcome

ADEPT Trainings  
The AACs have emerged as a leader in the field of forensic interviewing, due to our 
specialization and innovation surrounding crime victims with disabilities. This year we 
rolled out our next level of protocols: Advocacy and Disability-Focused Education for 
Professionals and Teams, or ADEPT. These trainings are uniquely specialized to specif-
ic areas of crime, disabilities or augmented or alternative communication. 

Our ongoing ADEPT series is our commitment to ongoing training in the disability field 
around forensic interviewing, investigations, education and victim advocacy. Find the 
complete list of our available trainings at adultadvocacycenters.org/training-classes.

http://adultadvocacycenters.org/training-classes
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