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Architecture as Advocacy 
The Social Responsibility of Design 

The trials of the past year and a 
half have shed a harsher light 
on deep-seated issues of injus
tice and inequity in our global 
community, prompting people 
of all professions to reflect on 
their part to play in creating 
a better tomorrow. The role 
of the architect is intrinsically 
tied to this quest; we should 
all consider our fundamental 
duty as designers of the built 
environment to encompass a 
commitment to social respon
sibility and active advocacy. The 
best architects listen dosely to 
the needs of their clients and 
surrounding communities and 
ask themselves how buildings 
can serve as advocates for their 
occupants. 

At JCJ Architecture. we are 
privileged to work with a num
ber of organizations that are 
shifting the dialogue around 
diversity, inclusion, and equity. 
We are currently working 
alongside the Adult Advocacy 
Centers of Ohio to design the 
world's first ever prototypical 
facility for adult crime victims 
with disabilities. As designers, 
we have grown tremendously 
throughout this process by 
learning from members of the 

disability community rather 
than assuming we already 
have the solutions, and by 
engaging in extensive research 
on trauma-responsive design. 
We have learned that true 
accessibility goes beyond basic 
requirements that are set by 
law.Accessibility does not sim
ply mean building wheelchair 
ramps or automatic doors-it 
also takes into consideration 
the diverse needs of margin
alized groups and neurodiver
gent populations. 

We are also honored to be 
working with Barrier Free 
Living ( BFL). an organization 
focused on supporting indi
viduals with disabilities to live 
dignified lives free of all forms 
of abuse and bias. BFL has 
engaged our firm to design 
Freedom Village, a new facility 
on the Lower East Side of Man
hattan that will provide tempo
rary and supportive housing for 
adults with significant physical 
disabilities. Our design aims to 
reach beyond existing expec
tations for the typology and 
redefine aesthetics in order to 
change the perception of what 
a supportive living facility ought 
to look and feel like. 

In addition to contributing to 
the lives of residents, the pro
ject will manifest BFL's mission 
and help to keep NYC alive, 
vibrant, and responsive to all 
citizens. 

Beyond my professional ex
perience of working with the 
disability comm un icy, this 'M:>rk 
connects to me on a deeply 
personal level. As the parent of 
a child with an intellectual dis
ability I have had many years of 
direct experience with some of 
these issues. Seeing the world 
through my daughter's experi
ence has instilled in me a sense 
of empathy and understanding 
for the potential of our work to 
positively impact these individ
uals. There is a whole, necessary 
new discourse in the design 
industry on this topic, and we 
all have our work cut out for us, 
to see the world through our 
clients' eyes. No architecture 
firm has discovered the one 
true solution. Rather. we need 
to push ourselves to consider 
ho.v our 'M:>rk will serve the 
needs of our communities, 
advocate for the underserved, 
and ultimately help to create a 
more just and equitable future. 
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